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The location of the community of Maniwaki
Historical perspective (Credit: Guillaume Mareaotie)
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The location of the community of Maniwaki

Historical perspective (Credit: Guillaume Marcotte)
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No Métis in Quebec?

i Some Academic Arguments:
_‘-‘—T — » T R
+ No national or political consciousness (Jaqueline
Peterson, Paul L.A.H. Chartrand, Chris

Andersen, Adam Gaudry);

« No historical community (Powley test)

{/131ly.. - Only "mixed" (biologically), without genuine }\' 1
- cultural transmission, including oral tradition 5
% (soup kitchen, Chris Andersen 2004); ‘\

"False" Métis wiling to usurp the rights of real

Indigenous peoples (linking the need of "right" or
expected Indigenous behaviors, in order to prove genuine
indigenous identity-- Darryl Leroux & Chelsea Vowel)
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2. We anticalate whas we believe is the fallascy ai the rot of Méis neo-
nationalisn: and its dnlngy: conflating 2 ratonaliss narrative with all
comditions of possSility for M ethnogesssls dlsewhens in Canada
1. W firsi present basiorical evidence refuting such falkacy: Riel (on inclusica},
Dumant Gon miednessy and Havard {on geography), before addressing the aral
stoay of Mario-Losise Riel,
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Arguments in line with the Political Ideology of the Metis
National Council

%- = Darryl Leroux @DarrylLeroux - 7h

| have. | created a database with the names of over 50 organizations in the

%4 sgast” that exist to facilitate race shifting of this nature. Most of the individuals

openly claim one of these orgs as their "community”. #raceshifting

Organizations representing self-identified "Indigen...

~ “Eastern Métis” organizations in Québec/Tables des
organismes métis au Québec (*denotes active in 201
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Ecrits. Il a fait référence

comme @ sa mére patrie

Robert Doucette, ancien présic
métisse de la Saskatchewan

https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/toward-metis-homeland
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a-reconnaissance-nation-metisse- http://www.metisnation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/
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THE SQUARE

WINDSOR'S INDEPENDENT NEWS SOURCE

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT ~ OPINION ~ SPORTS ~ SPECIAL FEATURES ~ EVENTS ~ GASPRICES  WEATHER  COI

School Board Retraction \

BY: IAN SHALAPATA 6 OCTOBER 2018
An article written by Jessica Faught entitled School Board Under Fire, and originally published 28
September 2018, concerned, in part, alleged “ethnic fraud” at the Greater Essex County District School
Board. The article dealt with alleged cultural appropriation of various people at the school board, the
redirection of funds for First Nations education, and a Human Rights complaint launched with regards
to the board’s hiring practice.

Mr Ron Leclair, a named subject in the article, contacted The Square expressing concern about
comments made regarding his claim of Metis heritage. Mr Leclair was gracious enough to provide
background information substantiating the authenticity of his heritage claims. He also clarified and
corrected details of the article alluding to material personal gain due to his identification as Metis.

Furthermore, a letter from the Chair of the GECDSB, Kim McKinley, categorically denied that three
other individuals, Tina De Castro, Dr Clara Howitt, and Julia Burgess, have ever “self-identified as
Metis.” As well, “there is no evidence that any of the above persons either individually or together
participated in this committee for the purpose of higher positions.”

Internally, leadership at The Square has researched each of the issues, discovered the forms they took,
and has taken corrective action. Square Media Group and Ms Faught have removed instances of the
article in question and apologizes to the four members of the GECDSB. Additionally, this apology is
being published, without prejudice.

Square Media Group regrets any conclusions our readership may have inferred from the
misrepresented portions of the article.



The structure of our article on Marie-Louise Riel

Responding to a simple question: is there any evidence that could refute
the statement of Dr. Chris Andersen (and his followers) pertaining to his
criticism that Métis culture in Quebec is non-existent and ghost-like?

1. We provide explanation of the current debate leading to
accusation of "ethnic fraud" against Eastern Métis by a
number of scholars, including on the Powley and Daniels
cases.

2. We articulate what we believe is the fallacy at the root of Métis neo-
nationalism and its idology: conflating a nationalist narrative with all

‘conditions of possibility for Métis ethnogenesis elsewhere in Canada
I&N B

3. We first present historical evidence refuting such fallacy: Riel (on inclusion),
Dumont (on mixedness) and Havard (on geography), before addressing the oral
story of Marie-Louise Riel.
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Dr. Chris Andersen (U of Alberta)

I've joked that the logic contained in this court decision amounted to a coming of

the zombie apocalypse since it raised from the dead the racialized logic of "Métis-as- You 'I'u he

mixed" that an earlier 2003 SCC case, R. v. Powley, had already attempted to put a

stake in.
But as it turns out, zombies are not so easily killed.

https:/www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/the-supreme-court-
ruling-on-metis-a-roadmap-to-nowhere/article29636204/

"These new Métis organizations have offered several alternative sources, instead,

in addition to attachment to their organizations, in lieu of an attachment to
community, and they offer two in particular, that I found interesting: the first is
archival sources, and the second is DNA. These two technologies of selfmaking,
archives and DNA, fit perfectly within a non-relational animus, in that

all that claims rely on inert documentations required is the realisation that

because you want something, you deserve it, and thus you should be able to

have it." (Andersen 2016; at 33:00 to 33:35)




The structure of our article on Marie-Louise Riel

Responding to a simple question: is there any evidence that could refute
the statement of Dr. Chris Andersen (and his followers) pertaining to his
criticism that Métis culture in Quebec is non-existent and ghost-like?
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1. We provide explanation of the current debate leading to
accusation of "ethnic fraud" against Eastern Metis by a
number of scholars, including on the Powley and Daniels
cases.

2. We articulate what we believe is the fallacy at the root of Métis neo-
nationalism and its idology: conflating a nationalist narrative with all

conditions of possibility for Métis ethnogenesis elsewhere in Canada
N A

3. We first present historical evidence refuting such fallacy: Riel (on inclusion),
Dumont (on mixedness) and Havard (on geography), before addressing the oral
story of Marie-Louise Riel.



Louis Riel on Métis identity

The Métis have as paternal ancestors, the former employees of
the Hudson’s Bay and Northwest Companies, and as maternal
ancestors, Indian women belonging to various tribes. The
French word Métis is derived from the Latin participle mixtus
which means “mixed”; it expresses well the idea it represents.
(Riel 1985c¢, p. 272; our translation)

When it comes to the Eastern provinces of Canada, many Métis
live there persecuted under the attires of the Indian costume.
Their villages are villages of indigence. Their Indian title to the
soil is, however, as good as the Indian title of the Métis of
Manitoba. (Riel 1985b, p. 121; our translation)

Confirmation that Louis Riel opposed a Western-only M¢étis identity can also
be found in the transcripts of his 1885 trial, where he states: “if the principle of
giving one seventh of the lands to the Half-breeds in the North West is good, it
ought to be good in the East also,” adding, “I will say if you ever have an
opportunity of crossing the line in the East do it and help the Indians and Half-
breeds of the East to have a revenue equivalent to about one seventh”
(Anonymous 1886, p. 158). These passages suggest that Louis Riel did not
negate the “political agency” of Eastern Métis or Half-breeds. Rather, Riel
affirmed the inherent dignity and the political power of all “Half-breeds” or
Meétis (East or West) to join his political project and equally to claim Métis
identity.




Gabriel Dumont on the mixing and cultural aspect of
Meétis identity

kin, relatives, and allies (Innes 2013, pp. 54-58). Métis leader Gabriel Dumont
himself is remembered for expressing a dual or hybrid appreciation of his
heritage, as both “French” and “Indian,” on the basis of which he justifies his
political resistance and assertion of rights:

as long as we have a drop of French and Indian blood in our
veins, we will claim the rights for which we fought and for
which they have judicially assassinated feu Louis David Riel.
(Combet and Toussaint 2009, p. 238; our translation)

Clearly, Gabriel Dumont did not refrain from formulating identity in terms of
being “mixed,” however little intermingling in one’s heritage there might be.
Complexities and perceived ambiguities in the articulation of M¢tis identities
are therefore not a new phenomenon.”' Historically speaking, we know that the
Métis were found in many regions of North America, were speaking different
languages (including French), were predominantly Catholic, were not always
on good terms with other Indigenous peoples, and expressed their distinct
identity as a claim for both their French and Indian heritage. What is new,
however, are the criticisms of “cultural appropriation” and “ethnic fraud”
toward the non-Prairie Métis that appear at odds with the inclusive vision of
Métis leader Louis Riel or the importance Gabriel Dumont conferred to his
dual “French-Indian” heritage.”* As discussed elsewhere, Louis Riel’s political
vision resists any regional reductionism and ethno-nationalist essentialism
(Foxcurran, Bouchard, and Malette 2016). Riel’s writings, moreover,
problematize current assertions that Métis identity is limited to a Canadian
Prairies phenomenon. Riel himself even goes a step beyond their position by




Havard (1880) on the Geographical Distribution of
Meétis People

The usual name of half-breeds used by English and Americans
presupposes blood from the paternal and maternal ancestors,
mixed in equal proportion; but, as mentioned before, this is not
often the case. The term mixed-blood is too vaguely
comprehensive. Métis, when referring to French mixed-bloods,
seems the most appropriate name. The designation of French is
often indifferently applied to Canadians, métis of all grades, and
even pure Indians who associate with métis and speak their
patois. It should also be stated that in Manitoba and other places
a certain proportion of mixed bloods, from English and Scotch
fathers, bearing such names as Grant, Grey, Sutherland, &c., are
classified as French, from their language, religion, and
associations, while occasionally such names as Lambert and
Parisien are found among English half-breeds. [...]

If we could obtain the number of métis in Canada [i.e. Ontario
and Québec], New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Labrador, and in
the northern part of New England, as well as that of the French-
descended families tainted with Indian blood in the States of
Illinois and Missouri, 1 doubt not the total would reach at least
40,000 as the strength of the population of French-Canadian
mixed-bloods in North America, (Havard 1880, pp. 314-317;
our emphasis)
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Responding to a simple question: is there any evidence that could refute
the statement of Dr. Chris Andersen (and his followers) pertaining to his
criticism that Métis culture in Quebec is non-existent and ghost-like?
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1. We provide explanation of the current debate leading to
accusation of "ethnic fraud" against Eastern Métis by a
number of scholars, including on the Powley and Daniels

CdSes.
. )

2. We articulate what we believe is the fallacy at the root of Métis neo-
nationalism and its idology: conflating a nationalist narrative with all

conditions of possibility for Metis ethnogenesis elsewhere in Canada
TT0F WA

3. We first present historical evidence refuting such fallacy: Riel (on inclusio:
Dumont (on mixedness) and Havard (on geography), before addressing the o
story of Marie-Louise Riel.
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Some Academic Arguments:
[T LA
- No national or political consciousness (Jaqueline
Peterson, Paul L.A.H. Chartrand, Chris
Andersen, Adam Gaudry);
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» No historical community (Powley test) \
S MAAE
« Only "mixed" (biologically), without genuine

cultural transmission, including oral tradition

(soup kitchen, Chris Andersen 2004);

- "False" Meétis wiling to usurp the rights of real
Indigenous peoples (linking the need of "right" or
expected Indigenous behaviors, in order to prove genuine
indigenous identity-- Darryl Leroux & Chelsea Vowel)
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The Oral Tradition of
Marie-Louise Riel

The story of her kinship
to Louis Riel: the

significance of symbolic Vo 4
kinship. ettt L el ot At

of this photograph was given by Violet Lalonde to historian Pierre-Louis
Lapeinte. Credit: Stéphane Jobin.

A protector of the Métis and Settlers of the Maniwaki

region: a midwife, and protector of Louis Riel...
L AR

Testimonies about her daughter in newspaper La Patrie,
identified as Métis and a relative to Louis Riel...

The "family pack" and testimonies from Métis Elders
currently alive...

Source: BAnQ-G, Bibliothéque et Archives nationales
du Queébec, Gatineau.

Louis Riel et sa famille/Madame Violet Lalonde
[copie]. 1980. Collection Centre

de I’Outaouais de Bibliothéque et Archives nationales
du Québec, P1000, D65,




Marie-Louise Riel, Midwife and Healer of her People:
"The Métis" (1980)

_ . | o
In her hide pouch Mary Louise carried_a variety o
potions for the treatment of a number of ailments such as

constipation, asma, pneumonia, broken bones and yes, even
the 'birthing of babies'.

It was not uncommon to find her delivering infants into
the-iéolated homes of the pioneers and her people-the Metis.
Upon the moment of birth, she would perfqrm a_Baptism and
placé the soul of the new born into the hands of it's Creator.
vou know, she never ceased to marvel at the mystery of new

1ife and she neverlmissed a birth.
- P e mesTm A LIATO Rn"livﬂ?‘pﬁ int{) 'thiS WOI‘ld

BAnQ-G, Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du
Québec, Gatineau.

Louis Riel et sa famille/Madame Violet Lalonde
[copie]. 1980. Collection Centre

de I’Outaouais de Bibliotheque et Archives nationales
du Québec, P1000, D65.




The Oral Tradition of
Marie-Louise Riel

The story of her kinship
to Louis Riel: the
significance of symbolic .

of this phodogrph was given by Violet Lolonde to historion Pierre-Louis

“ﬂl \ - Lapainie, Cradit: Siéphans Jobin.
A protector of the Métis and Settlers of the Maniwaki

region: a midwife, and protector of Louis Riel...
. WA

Testimonies about her daughter in newspaper La Patrie,
identified as Métis and a relative to Louis Riel...

The "family pack" and testimonies from Métis Elders
currently alive...

Source: BAnQ-G, Bibliothéque et Archives nationales
du Québec, Gatineau.

Louis Riel et sa famille/Madame Violet Lalonde
[copie]. 1980. Collection Centre

de I'Outaouais de Bibliotheque et Archives nationales
du Québec, P1000, D65.




The daughter of Marie-Louise Riel in La Patrie, 1904

LA MERE I

Mother Valiquette was born in the North-West, around 1818: her
mother was a métisse named Riel, cousin of Louis Riel, who played a
certain role in the Northwest. Her father, J. McGregor, was a Scotsman at
the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company on that date. A few years after
p% his birth, her parents came to stay at Bytown and from there to Lake of Two
NO%T Mountains; They baptized her as theypassed through the Sault Sainte-
Marie. [...] Mother Valiquette was well known and esteemed by all the
S1.Ger settlers of the place, from Buckingham to the Ferme Neuve. Her old
23 de #e Mmother, who had died on the river a few years ago, at 113 years of age, had
;' Montitaught her art as a midwife and a doctor at the same time. —Art in which
wée Mari Mother and daughter excelled. [...] For certain illnesses, they kept her
aas, wor services, eight, fifteen days, a month in advance, and night and day,
Lt they came hastily to seek this courageous old mother, by birch bark
Ouest, canoe, the only way to travel at that time—through impossible weather
:::::::.a [...] The mother, either in the rear or in front of the canoe, according to the
tain role skill of her companion, put her rowing in her hands and handled the pallet
" m“’:“_f‘ five or ten, fifteen, or twenty miles to destination [...] A great number of
Iuie < 11 patients have been relieved and cured by her care. The mountains and
swamps provided her with the remedies necessary for her art: she knew the
values of medicinal plantsand always used them successfully. (La Patrie

1904, p. 7; our emphasis)
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The story of her kinship
to Louis Riel: the

significance of symbolic i
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of this photograph was given by Violet Lalonde to historian Pierre-Louis

m - Lapointe. Credit: Stéphane Jobin.

A protector of the Métis and Settlers of the Maniwaki

region: a midwife, and protector of Louis Riel...
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Testimonies about her daughter in newspaper La Patrie,
identified as Métis and a relative to Louis Riel...

’

The "family pack" and testimonies from Métis Elders
currently alive...

Source: BAnQ-G, Bibliotheque et Archives nationales
du Québec, Gatineau.

Louis Riel et sa famille/Madame Violet Lalonde
[copie]. 1980. Collection Centre

de I’Outaouais de Bibliotheque et Archives nationales
du Québec, P1000, D65.
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"Let me tell you about the ‘hide-away’ as told to me by my father
Wilfred McGregor. Look at a map of Quebec and find the following
places: Hull, McGregor Lake, Buckingham, Notre Dame de la
Salette, High Falls, Val des Bois and Maniwaki (Lake St.
Marie).With a pencil connect these locations and you will see that
they make a circular formation on the map. This was where my
nomadic grand grand mere lived, fished, traveled the waters-
ways, worked amongst the people, and, of course, hid Louis—her
fugitive nephew, from the clutches of the law. [...]Grand grand
mere McGregor realized that it was important to keep Louis on
the move which well suited her nomadic existence, for she too—
was constantly on the go. Relatives and friends took turns hiding
him. Mary Louise’s children—Robert, Elizabeth, and Maria, as well
as her own sister Lucy and granddaughter Hermeline, all played a
part in this adventure and were known as the “family
pack.”That’s what my father called them when he referred to
them in his stories. (BAnQ-G 1980, p. 38)"

BAnQ-G, Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du Québec, Gatineau.
Louis Riel et sa famille/Madame Violet Lalonde [copie]. 1980. Collection
Centre de I’Outaouais de Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du Québec,
P1000, D65.
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Yes, but is there any historical
Métis "community"?

L] - —— 4

1. Criticizing the neo-nationalist rhetoric (and its
primordialism) from the standpoint of historical
realities...

Tabde 1
Criteria for the Study of o Métis Ethnic Community

Criteria Explication and Examples

Considering the Mestice: of mixed ceiging, Inelide exngnmic and endogamous relntions during
inclusive political Incigenaus uncestur necessary | the fur e andfor Métis cultml consexs,
et of Louis Riele bt ot sufficient un s wam
2 Shared expericnces 48 Biculvaral parentage, caltural inenned iy detween
Considering the politics of indiwidunle Fusepenns and Firet hatians, soclelization in the
8 histerical cantext of the far rade
racial perception: shifting
"yace” or tactical maneuveri Cultura! recopnitive. & Dy olbers falter dercriptive): the descriplion
a L l L ns of a “distinetive” individual sdentity (He'she
by the Métis, now and then? are MéniaHal -brecda), deniny type, o o
- eallcative identing {They, the
Considering the binary: to Métis Hal brecds]
o .. Dy the Mdtis (s desszipive]: the wse afa
become "White" or selfreferont ~sEnctive 1 call poeself (T 2m
"Indian.” Excluding Métis MetisHall-breed...} e oo il is

“distingtive” and “colleive” (We are
iz Hal {-hroeds),

from official " Indianness"...

Sovial smactareds) such us Socizl and culbarl organizations ted o tbe fur imde,
kinship izl vuiposts, missices, kinship bes, el

Folftical and idendagical Petivion(s), negotation(sl for differem crases, claims
elemenrs ol rights, politscal cnganizaticnsh, hissarical
expressices of such demands.

Grugraphic elements, The fur trsde was mirked by great smobiliny for the
ncludig peopraphic Ibitis bt hisrarical abservers pated (b exisicnce of
iy commuinthes ilsshons, which neludedt Mitls

pogmlnicns, nest i i pasts

2. Our response: a more robust
comparative ethnological analysis
taking stock of these difficulties of
understanding the contours of
Meétis cultures, histories and
relations to colonial legalities:
Review of Reports and Cartographic L. -
Representation Pertaining to S
Historic Métis in Ontario (Reimer Dot p b iy e
'and Chartrand 2002)

Cultural elements, inchuding | The clothing of the vayagmrs, amaments, ariistic
memial cullure, lanpuage, tzalisives drawing o both Europeas and First
eusic, celebrations, et MNatons, woceasies, wooden exbing, seligion, the sash
(etirure Méehiss), violin, e,

Mixis ethsemyms The use of terms including, bes net limited o,
Dhais-Dirdiliss, MELs, Metl, [TalFbreeds, Sang-méles,

el

alfrecils:
fur irade circuits / identity fluidiy / colusiaism
diversity
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Lowis Riel to Paul Proux, 1877

It"s @ name that means mixed [Métis]. Unil now it has
served i designate the race question of mixed-bloocs

Considering th

[ ] [ ] [ ] L d Delwesn Europeans aisd Nalives, bl it is equally vishle
In is usage o designate a race of man, recruited from
all types of mixoures of blond besween them, and wha,
passing (hrough the French-Canadian mold, retain their

memory of their heritage and call themselves Mitis,
The label “Metis™ is one most find agresable,
becase it is not exclusive and it has the sdvantage of

fing, I ithee mmst ¢ way possible, the

project of Louis Riel... T
7™

Considering the politics of
racial perception: shifting =

William Polson, Métis of anglo-cri heritage from
James Bay, commis et interpreter at the Abitibi post.

1A38, folin &; Do Ranguet 2000, 114).

The Polson moves o the Témiscamingue lake circa
1850, William Palson retirecl.

"race" or tactical maneuverin

Father Mourier later describes the arrival of this
people as the first "white family” of the lake (BAnRC-

by the Metis, now and then?
i— \EIYNnn

Considering the binary: to
become "White" or
"Indian.”" Excluding Metis
- from official "Indianness"...

The "invisibility™ of Metis ities: their mere assimilation?

Robinson Treaty (1850): failare for the Metis, as no
treaty rights for the "Mitis” are recognized due o
their identity......

—

Further exclusion from the Indian Act (1876,

—



L.ouis Riel to Paul Proux, 1877

It’s a name that means mixed [Métis]. Until now it has
served to designate the race question of mixed-bloods
between Europeans and Natives, but it is equally viable
in its usage to designate a race of man, recruited from
all types of mixtures of blood between them, and who,
passing through the French-Canadian mold, retain their
memory of their heritage and call themselves Métis.
The label “Métis” is one most find agreeable,
because it is not exclusive and it has the advantage of
recognizing, in the most convenient way possible, the
contingent that derives from each nation to create
this new group of people (Emphasis ours, my
translation, SHSB 1877, 3).




Considering the
inclusive political
project of Louis Riel...
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Considering the politics of

racial perception: shifting
"race" or tactical maneuvering

by the Metis, now and then?
A\ BRI

Considering the binary: to
become "White" or

"Indian.” Excluding Métis
from official "Indianness"...
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William Polson, Métis of anglo-cri heritage from
James Bay, commis et interpreter at the Abitibi post.

His wife, Meétisse Flora Lévesque, alias Otenimakwe:
Belleteuille in 1838 describes as: une « sauvagesse »,

among the « metifs » from the vicinities (BAnQ-RN
1838, folio 6 ; Du Ranquet 2000 114).

The Polson moves to the Temlscammgue lake circa

1850, William Polson retired.
\ W AR .

The same couple is caracterised as an "Indian " during
the 1871 survey (BAC 1871).

Father Mourier later describes the arrival of this
w S people as the first "white family" of the lake (BAnQ-
+ o RN 1863-1885, 11).

h__ ___— L T——



Considering the
inclusive political

project of Louis Riel...
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Considering the politics of
racial perception: shifting
"race" or tactical maneuvering

by the Metis, now and then?
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Considering the binary: to
become "White" or
"Indian.”" Excluding Metis
from official "Indianness"...
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*¥ Robinson Treaty (1850): failure for the Metis, as no
treaty rights for the "Métis" are recognized due to
 their identity......

. —

Fu;ther exclusion from the Indian Act (1876)...

-



Example of the small Métis community that emerged in Sault
Ste. Marie around 1820, facing the assimilation arguments
argued by the Crown during the Powley trial--rejected by the
SCC (Morisson 1996).

Only 7 of the 51 Métis families recorded in 1850 still
live in SMM in 1881 (Jones 1998, 17, 29-30, Lytwyn
1998, 30).

Teki i % N
Only 84 Metis heads of household were identified by
John Swanston at all Lake Superior trading posts in
1850 (Morrison 1993, 169).

\ TR A
After 1850, several Métis families left SMM for
reserves (Batchewana and Garden River) to receive
annuities because of the signing of the Robinson-Huron
Treaty and the Pennefather Treaty of 1859.

The Metis of SSM reputed in 1900 as having joined
Indian bands, or having dispersed...




St-Onge and Poduchny on the conditions pertaining
to historical Métis identity outside classic Western
Metis historiography:

& “ Py

« Most inhabitants and descendants of fur trade
communities did not need to mobilize in such
fashion or take on an overt identification on a
continuous basis, but we think they could have

if they needed to. [...] They lived a Metis life
even if they did not have the need, time, or
inclination to articulate it loud or brand it
with a label. » (St-Onge et Podruchny 2012, 61,
80. Our emphasis)




The "invisibility" of Metis communities: their mere assimilation?

T T
S Maree crmaesd 1320, arivg (b auivpdstion argamrees.

Robinson Treaty (1850): failure for the Métis, as no
treaty rights for the "Metis" are recognized due to
their identity......

.. A~

Further exclusion from the Indian Act (1876)...




- The decision was made to stop distributing presents to the Métis
as early as 1844, forcing the authorities to justify--often
arbitrarily--decisions about what constitutes a Métis within
Indianness ...

P

- Indianity lost for women marrying Canadians: The correspondence
of Samuel Peter Jarvis (then Chief Superintendent in Toronto)
informs us that the avowed purpose of this practice was indeed to
discourage the union especially between French Canadians and

Indigenous women, seen as a phenomenon slowing the
"civilization" of Indians, while recognizing the difficulty of
separating the "Métis" from "Indians" (McNab 1985, 60).

\ BiNiLn .

- Most Métis of SSM will be excluded from negotiations by
William Robinson, despite their petitions and the intercessions of
Chiefs Shinguacouse and Nebenaigoching (Morrison 1993,
168-172, Ray 1998, 69). William Robinson claims to have to deal
only with "Indians", and suggests that chiefs adopt Métis in their
bands.

e
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Robinson Treaty (1850): failure for the Métis, as no
treaty rights for the "Métis" are recognized due to

their identity......
-

LY L F
Further exclusion from the Indian Act (1876)...




Like the first treaties, the legislative definitions initially

included the Métis as "Indians" (or "Sauvages") until 1850,
following the recognition of persons married to any Indian
and to any degree, as well as all their descendants (McINab

1985, 63).
Wi, W

The 1857 definition, however, operates to tighten official
Indianness, emphasizing the need for recognition of a tribe
or band living on reserve or unceded lands.
\WiTvHun s

The Indian Act of 1876 goes even further, explicitly
excluding all Métis as not being "Indians" (Lytwyn 1998, 7,
McNab 1985, 64).
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realities...
’, ' . ¢
N

. .__--"’"- -
2. Our response: a more robust
comparative ethnological analysis
taking stock of these difficulties of
understanding the contours of
Meétis cultures, histories and
relations to colonial legalities:
Review of Reports and Cartographic
Representation Pertaining to
Historic Métis in Ontario (Reimer
and Chartrand 2002)

Considering the
inclusive political

project of Louis Riel... ‘
Considering the politics of
racial perception: shifting
"race" or tactical maneuvering
by the Métis, now and then?

-
Considering the binary: to
become "White" or
"Indian.” Excluding Métis
from official "Indianness”...

Yes, but is there any historical
Meétis "community"?

1. Criticizing the neo-nationalist rhetoric (and its
primordialism) from the standpoint of historical

Criteria for the Study of a Métis Ethnic Community

Table 1

# Criteria

Explication and Examples

1 Mention of mixed origins,
Indigenous ancestor necessary
bt not sufficient on its own

Include exogamic and endogamous relations during
the fur trade and‘or Métis cultural context.

2 Shared experiences as
individuals

3 Cultural recognition

Bicultural parentage, cultural intermediary between
Europeans and First Nations, socialization in the
historical context of the fur trade

» By others falter descriptive).: the description
of a “distinctive” individual identity (He'she
are Métis/Half-breeds), identity type, ora
collective identity {They, the
Métis/Half-breeds)

» By the Métis (auto-descriptive). the use of a
self-referent “distinctive™ to call oneself (1 am
Metis'Half-breed.... ) or one that is
“distinetive™ and “collective™ (We are
Métis/Half-breeds).

4 Social strecture(s) such as
kinship

Social and cultural onganizations tied to the fur wade,
trade outposts, missions, kinship ties, etc.

5 Political and ideological
elements

Petition(s), negotiation(s) for different causes, claims
of rights, political organization(s), historical
expressions of such demands.

[ Creographic elements,

including geographic
proximity

The fur trade was marked by great mobility for the
Métis but historical observers noted the existence of
communities/missions, which included Méts
populations, next W trade posts.

Cultural elements, including
material culture, language,
music, celebrations, efec.

The clothing of the voyageurs, omaments, artistic
traditions drawing from beth European and First
Nations, moceasing, wooden cabins, religion, the sash
{"eeinture fléchée™), violin, ete.

B Metis ethnonyms

The use of terms including, but not limited o,
Baois-Briles, Meéts, Metfs, Hali-breeds, Sang-mélés,
e,

myths of origins)

study
.

Corresponding better to the diaspora of the
1 ish Halfbreeds:

Métis-Canadian people &

A methodology avoiding the pitfalls
of recent nationalist ideologies (i.e.

- Opening up the territory under

far trade circuits / identity fluidity ¢ colonialism /

diversity



A methodology avoiding the pitfalls
of recent nationalist ideologies (i.e.

' myths of origins)
Wi T
» Opening up the territory under

study

VO TP
Corresponding better to the diaspora of the
Meétis-Canadian people & English Halfbreeds:
fur trade circuits / identity fluidity / colonialism /
__ diversity

i agee "




v #
'r Application & Examples
- 1. Ethnic origins - men

2. Common experiences (individual)

3. Cultural recognition (auto/by others)

~as

4. Social Structures (treaty, kinship)

/ANLUN W

5. Poltical elements (petition,
organisations)

| \

6. Geographical proximity

- Wy ™=

7. Material culture 1. Critic
primorc

realities

.
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Ethnic origins
o - P L
; ! BMS de Jloseph D.a\{id.,
60 households: Vallée de la Gatineau dRed River maisici
(Lac St-Marie, Lac des Sables, »
5 g % : 1./ . .:_"
Maniwaki..30km) circa 1850 ko
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19 metis families g e £ |
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Around 200 individuals s A el

— L B
' source: GSU, Genealogical Society
= of Utah, Salt Lake City.
9 'BMS de Saint-Grégoire-de-
. Nazianze, Buckingham, Québec.
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Common experiences (individuals)

Freemens creating the Lac Ste-Marie community in

1838 : ;
y 4 VIS YA M&M/M%‘A‘

« There have lately arrived in vicinity of Outpost
[Riviere Désert] a Crew of 5 or 6 apparently old
voyageurs who give out that they Came for the
purpose of Trade. As far as I Can learn Mr
McPherson’s (lately of Grand Lac) son & soninlaw
are of the number, when I will have learnt more 7
M particularly their intentions I shall write you more  nives
fully. in the mean time I do not feel apprehensive of "
their being able to do much. » (HBCA, B.134/c/40,

folio 48)

—




Cultural recognition _____ -

- By Others: Paul Riel helping the Atikamekw suffering form
an epidemic. The Indian agent calls Riel "Part Indian".

« McDougall expulsing the Indian agent called Beaudin:
DB LttSon e o b, Lo, 2

. . ca ol 4—/’ = 4 ﬂ e

« [...] the second day we arrived at a little ,m:;, L. 4. ﬁ; . ﬂfé‘fa
. - - prve Tk JJA / 4&_

house where lives a certain John Baptiste Y, J@,gw R
McDougall, who has been treated as an ’A;/f“’;; ?;;&; fn,;, ]
. . e T - - D
Algonquin, though his father was a half prit s e i

breed from the Christinos of Red- . * ,Qf; i::-» g,
River. » (BAC 1874 1875, folios 24- 25) v f ;;r L

Maniwaki Reserve—Andre Lacroix writes stating that one Xear Boutin is

depriving his Indian granddaughter from her land and annuity moneys.
l 1879a. RG 10, volume 2084, piéce 12, 930.

s .

- Self-ascribing: André Lacroix stating that his ch1ldren are de
facto Métis because from m and an women reputed Indian.

A .

n" Em s ;i’c»:: ”

In a self-ascription, Lacroix wrote to the Indian Affairs in e 'H:--‘fm:f:j; ;:;:_-fg;
. o a i S Ly e A

1879 regarding his daughter Sophia : « she was a half . -4

breed, being my daughter » (BAC 1879a, folio 1).




Social Structures *™

John Snow. In 1848 he began field work leading to the organized colonization of the
Gatineau Valley.

PN A m AL
Snow enumerates in his notes the inhabitants of the territory who do not yet benefit
from any title deed. At Lac Sainte-Marie, the surveyor identifies 20 heads of family — -
(or at least 20 men) who are established in "squatters”.
o N " 1 .\
This notebook thus demonstrates a certain community social structure in place, in
addition to geographical proximity for its members.

/NN TSRS MR R, YT

A more in-depth review of the notebook identifies at least 11 families related to _,___._:'_
professional and family fur trade networks. '

. -__\{' : s _.1: -~ \;;}\T__" T Y [ W
r Q S ‘:'\.- ™

Of these 11 families, only 2 do not include Métis. During the survey of 1848, it Vi R 3
appearst as well as the majority of occupants are directly attached to the trade (11
out of 20), and nearly half are part of families we know Métis (9 out of 20).

__ WL TN

Source: BAnQ-Q, Bibliothéque et Archives nationales du Québec, Québec.
IR Carnet G-25, Cantons Aylwin et Hincks / John Allen Snow. - 1848-05-08. Fonds
- Ministére des Terres et Foréts. E21,560,553,PG25.

—




Political Elements ; - .
e /w.px/g‘; ’f!":i"';Zw

”/f{(-! 1 2 |t ee #ag

« A petition from a community of people Frsonl Ads mice Hape
g o e th 1 " }-, dlt)t Ii): Il é:ﬁ:& ;"':("'_:::' .’: C:;Méz:u. ALy
perceiving themselves as "mixed", of a faidoe il e

"classes", 1874. Ut effead] e Y Wovp 4

& Ihe o4 Coy ....,.;«{ B %
/‘g,(.///)‘ 2 /f,,,, ¥ _ Tt o (15(-{' A/.az.. >
/ I . 3 o

FPA Y ,‘6),?/(/

w7 P

« Accordlng to my humble opinion that council should be composed of six
members : 2 indians, 2 half-breeds, the agent nominated by the indian

 The correspondence of Father Nédélec, 1896

2 et Archives

spondence

department and besides another member nominated by the Indians to Fatfdavis
counterbalance the agent. » (BAC 1892-1896, folio 5) e

~. . -c_ 10, volume

JANEREmE s/ P 3 S ML psnina S A taw mrirmoars & W 1006 niece 2284
« With regard to the land question, and the right of the Halfbreeds to occupy land upon the
Reserve, I beg to state that the right of each Halfbreed family has to be considered on its own .
merits : consequently, the Department would require, before determining as to the rights of
occupancy by any Halfbreed, to know through the Indian Agent from which side his Indian
blood is derived; that is, whether from the fathers or the mothers side [...]. » (BAC
1892-1896, folios 16-17)

- __—‘ \
- Smuggling and Free Trade: St-Denis and

Nault (Martin, Bensen 1909)

Is on

132,

H EE N FEaEa . F 3

s « There are about ten licensed hotels and
liquor shops [a Maniwaki], and, though
none are known to sell liquor direct to the
Indians, they have no difficulty in getting
it through their half-breed and French-
Canadians relatives and friends. » (BAC
1901-19009, folios 15-16)

Source: BAC, Bibliotheque et Archives Canada, Ottawa.
River Desert Agency—Maniwaki—Reports of inspector J.A. MacRae and
Martin Bensen respecting schools in the agency, condition of the band
members and valuation of lands. 1901-1909. RG 10, volume 3048, piéce
237, 660.




Geographical Proximity

Father Bellefeuille, in 1838:

é:;‘m %—ir/-/.ﬁ/wfﬁw AmﬂMW&MW&-

y/ 1 fﬁ/cjuﬂﬁ‘“—mtg‘-’m&
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T B . §§ ﬂr <enelacf
%mkﬁfﬁ&n"?_' n},,j M / P et et Crn vy FeSrl

[Flora] is about 45 years old, and be51des her name of Baptism ’“’-QMW/‘@
and her Indian name, she also bears the name of L’Evéque e
[Levesque] from her late father, a former Canadian or métif JMW & %"
voyageur. There is also in this same post [Abitibi] Savages or
meétifs, like Gaucher and others of the name Chénier. As in
Teémiskaming there isa numerous family who are descendants of
an old voyageur named Leduc. And in all these different Posts
there are meétifs descendants of Voyageurs or Clerks or
Bourgeois, Canadians or Scottish for the most part. These
metifs are usually more clever than the others. (BAnQ-RN 1838,
_ p. 6; our translation)

Source: BAn()-RN, Bibliothéque et
Archives nationales du Québec, Rouyn-
Noranda.

Journal d’une Mission faite dans I'Eté de
1838, au lac Témiskaming, au lac
d’Abittibi, au Grand Lac et au Fort des
Allumettes [copie]. 1838. Fonds Donat
Martineau, P10, 53, S53, D4, P29,




Material Culture

« Vermilion bought by
Francois Naud and
Elizabeth
McPherson. Serves
to either make up
the face or paint
bones. Aboriginal

S -

‘ T i)
Source: BAnQ-G, Bibliotheque et Archlves natlonales du Québec, Gatineau.
William Dunning Buckingham 1844. 1844-1860. Fonds William H. Dunning,
P142.

(/ - Moccasins from the
McGregor family

Source: HBCA, Hudson s Bay Company Archives,
Winnipeg. HBCA, B.82/d/6. Grand Lac book debts.
1834-1841.
e

V4 A M/ ‘el @t

. Ambroise Beaulieu
from Lac des Sables

' ”~
P2tk Lo Lpsda

sells birchbark canoes . i e i T T S cadipn
to HBC to pay off old &g’ 7% 4“;"' -"/‘ e ¥ Bone chooknt R
o Sl s FESEEE "L V4 o gorc. pes
: 2 AL AR P i
debts 7” He ‘f“”d”"' 7 2 .affz PR

{ PR tL

';/ ST -
/-/_ [fu’c/& & 7’{/11 rtxg/df’ A‘;,/m

Source: HBCA, Hudson’s Bay Company Archives,
Winnipeg.
HBCA, B.134/c/40. Montreal inward correspondence.
1838.
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Evidence from the
Algonquins, then and now?

The "pure Algonquins” identifying/reporting
the French Half breeds among other ethnicity
and peoples in their vicinities, 1874
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Elder and Wampum Carrier, William
Commanda, on the Métis in Québec (Le Devoir,
May 24, 1973)
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Blettres au DEVOIR

principal objectives:..."
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2 0 0 4 Since Time Immemorial:

*Qur Story* |

| « [...] the Algonquins joined up with
Metls, Irish and Scottish lumberjacks.
Work at the lumber camp was hard, Sl
the hours long and exhausting, the oo .-
money meagre but steady ».

Source: Stephen McGregor, Since Time Immemorial:
“Our Story”. The Story of the Kitigan Zibi
Anishinabeg, Maniwaki, Kitigan Zibi Education
Council, 2004, p. 216.

1}‘ m

“‘l




) T = B | | =A™ Ul 000 9 T "l

'ir The "pure Algonquins" identifying/reporting
A the French Half breeds among other ethnicity

| and peoples in their vicinities, 1874 ) !
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Elder and Wampum Carrier, William
Commanda, on the Métis in Québec (Le Devoir,
May 24, 1973)
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B lettres au DEVOIR

iens, Métis et Québécois

Rappr
Lne mow

aaaaaaa
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

them, the Indian People and the
Meétis people now want to establish
. their own foundations to fulfill these

~ _principal objectives:..."




And what about evidence of
cultural continuity for the
Outaouais Métis?

Father Guinard on Métis from the region




Father Guinard on Outaouais Métis (1946)
!

“The Indians were without piety; not attending mass
and few fulfilled their Easter duties. The population
was 650 souls, including Indians, Métis and Whites,
almost all Catholic” (AD 1944-1946, folio 256).

"The Indian blood mixed with that of the Whites forms a
race that is very beautiful and resilient. Like the
Indians, these Métis love to hunt, the forest and have = -
e very well-developed sense of orientation, even at " s frinis
night—our immense forests cannot—Ilead them s sy

astray. They find what they need to live where the B A s e
Whites would die of starvation. Like the Indian o -

again, the Métis do not hold long at work, they love LT e
liberty, the open air and traveling, but they rarely ol R A W i
emigrate; this Biblical reproach does not apply to them: . _ .- "ctiee <o
“Like a bird that flees its nest is anyone who flees from — <~ =+ <t ((Ftetoe
home.”" (AD 1944-1946, folios 290-291)

sE—w 5w - P

Source: Guinard, Joseph-Etienne. Mémoires d’un pére oblat. 1944-1946.
Fonds Deschatelets. HEB 6964. E83C 1. Our translation.
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cultural continuity for the
Outaouais Metis?

4 Fath

=5

- er Guinard on Métis from the region
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Special price for "Indians" seeking trapping license: HB and
Whites excluded (1942)

O Camiaia
Feiipiase APPAIRA
oo vl . Df PARTMENT e ‘ ‘
g G or Gty Ontarie,
MMES ano RESOURCES J:ae » 1942,

- -

Dear Slr

The Province er wiebes has 2e3n 1t to rule thit 1p Muture
susters and trap-ers whe propoce to take fur bearicy minaly i that
rovicee, w=hethor Indiun or nom-Indium, sksll Bé required to rawe iz

their pogresnios 3 huBtimy and trup ing licence for the Sursonat yeup »
12oued under the suthority of the Provimelal C.ne Laws an! Je™ul tiome. -

By speclal arranzeasst with thia Dejwmrtoent Lhe ~ravinge .8
ajreed ta srovide such licencas to Indiasgs st aae Jollar ser ze_son,
which 18 just Lalf the fes ordisxrily charged to non-Indians. Jn ex-
chan-¢ for this cogésssion to the Indians this Iranch has ULierte o
te 1szue the licensep and gollect the Joes througzh the [niilas A-enty,

You will Tind enclosed herewith booka of twenty licences
aigh whigh ire nuyhered consocutivaly frem W (h-n'l,a pumbere
istlusive). If you require more lowse rejuisitioa for theo 1o ixple
tine oo that they c.p be ode avaliohble to you to reet such dowad as
=7 erlisds 18 your ALthey,

These licencer rnay be Lsmusd to Indieams only. They are pot to
he L2sued to eltler "hites or Suifbresds. The presesge of b 83710
GBS Bxné A toe mondnal rell of the (sdlang of your atancy iy De
sccectod by you ag oevidance o hia elisibility Ter 3 lieence.

™he lluncu e eharged Lo you at one dolur aplege. 28 soce

™ @ e

Source: BAC, Bibliotheque et Archives Canada, Ottawa.

Quebec Fur Conservation —Correspondence and accounts regarding hunting
and trapping licenses. 1942—1943. RG 10, volume 6752, piece 420-10-2.
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Outaouais Métis?

‘Father Guinard on Métis from the region

“The Indians were without piety: not atiending mass
and few fulfilled their Exsger duties. The pooulation
was G50 souls, including Indians, Métis and Whites,
almass all Cathalic™ (AD 1944-1846, folio 256).

“The Indiem b
[

Saure
Ion.th'\dm eiets. HED 964, B | nul mnlm n

)n trapping permit for Métis, with specific price... "

sperial urice far 1mhm-. weking trapping loems e HE and
s evciued (1347

¥

On Metis fighting for constitutional rights, in 1981
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Métis Fighting the Constitutional Battle
(1981-85)--So pre-Powley

Mons Mister Commissioner,
Mem| \fembers of the Commission,

- -
‘ Mesd Ladies and Gentlemen,
Les
réuni: The Métis of the region of Pontiac-Labelle [Outaouais]

4, "I am called Marie-Joseph Riel, Marie Jo for those who are ~ ¥ou ¢ met to discuss together the rights that they want to see
Marie enshrined in the Canadian Constitution. These rights,

Riel close to me. recon they are both numerous and specific. As the Government

b o nous of Canada has accepted to recognize us as aboriginals, the
. _ ) _ : press niari : ' . .
’c'i(:rr:r; Riel for me, was a character who lived in the hlStOI'y of bréte Meétis of this country, we expect that this commission will

d'abo make the necessary pressures so that our rights that we are

seun Canada, first as a traitor then as a hero. He is also my brother, & Const Preparing to grant us with regards to our aboriginal status
L ;: :::I my father, my ancestor. de;m be defined with precision in the Constitution....

ans
:T:“'l‘ 3?:]:'?(: The lands where our ancestors trapped and hunted are
Iecol He is someone who made me cry, someone I detested, then  en mthe property of companies often foreign....For us,
:2:?' that 11 d Les Mister Commissioner, this situation is unacceptable
ingy a1 e o4 sont and demonstrates clearly our situation as “squatters”
bous POUT! on our own lands..
pourc des J

pleur : ) ; ; i 7 i “terri
m:::: To live one’s childhood in a little Vl]lage close to Ottawa in ment Today, in our region, those activities which were

rant 1947 when one is called Riel, it is not a lot of fun most days. nes a fundamental to our ancestral economy are forbidden to us.

grand tenan

Wi At school, when I was in the first grade, the oldest children, —comp: D2y after day, the Métis of our region, lose their
la ma Deltg (trapping territories; traplines they were forced to

grang that is to say those who were in grades 3 and 4, treated me as e obtain, resigning ourselves to apply for them along

hors | @ traitor, pushed me around and I did not know why. I would =) ";‘ with all the non-aboriginal citizens of
dait s Québec....Economically our region is quite depressed,
M ¢ l i

return home crying. I would have really wanted to be called  tution = " e llow.ns to painis omalaAdifions)

something else at that moment." (M.-J. Riel 1985, 3) ' revenue for our families, as well as being a right that we

r's e 2. Y\ N consider fundamental given that our ancestors used them

Source: Riel, Marie-Joseph. 1985, « Mon as the basis of their economy for millennia. (Amos 1981,
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frere Louis Riel. » Alliance 16 novembre x ) . |
1985 : 3-5. Source: Amos, Nelson. 1981. « Nous devons nous prendre en main pour aller a

contrecourant de la dépossession. » Le Journal L’ Alliance 8(1) juin 1981 :
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And what about evidence of
cultural continuity for the
Outaouais Métis?

- -
Father Guinard on Métis from the region

Evidence from the
Algonquins, then and now?

The "pure Algonquins" identifying/reporting
' the French Half breeds among other ethnicity
" and peoples in their vicinities, 1874
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Commanda, on the Métis in Québec (Le Devoir,
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